
Lecture Series sponsored by the  
Garden Club of Villa Park 
Below is a list of presentations sponsored by the Garden Club of Villa 
Park at the Villa Park Library. Each program begins at 7:00 pm and 
will end at 8:00 pm. The library is located at 305 Ardmore Ave., Villa 
Park IL 60181. 

Organic Vs Chemical Gardening - May 1 

Soil needs, pest control, crop rotation and other techniques to make gardening productive will be 
discussed and how to avoid chemicals on crops you may be eating and when and what 
commercial products are good to try.  Reading list and recommended websites for more 
information will be included. 

Herbal Gourmet – June 12 

Being a gourmet with the fruits of your garden is easy. Learn how to harvest herbs, blend and use 
them in butters, cheeses and syrups and with all your fresh veggies. Recipes included. 

Harvesting and Preserving Vegetables and Herbs – July 10 

Learn when and how to harvest herbs and veggies, and then preserve them in the freezer, dried or 
even fermented or canned. Sundried tomatoes and herb vinegar are included. Techniques, recipes 
and samples will be shared. 

Basic Fresh Cooking – August 21 

Use the produce from the garden or the farmers market to prepare fresh wholesome dishes.  We 
will stir fry, bake and pickle in easy-to-follow techniques you can try at home.  Samples will be 
shared along with recipes. 

 

The Garden Club of Villa Park, founded in 1936, is celebrating 80 years of service in the 
community by sponsoring this lecture series. It fits perfectly with our mission to foster gardening 
and fellowship. The Garden Club welcomes all men and women gardeners, 15 years of age or 
older and actively interested in home gardening. The Club holds monthly free meetings open to 
the public. 

Speaker Marcy Lautanen-Raleigh has 20+ years of gardening experience with a specialization 
in edible flowers and herbs. She has been a presenter at the Chicago Flower and Garden Show 
as well as local garden clubs and libraries since the 1990s. She has an herbal products business 
called Backyard Patch Herbs that specializes in blended herbs for cooking and tea. 

 


